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Proposal for a research event
Background
CRN has in the past played an active role in relation to countryside recreation research, and a central aim of the network is to encourage co-operation between members in identifying and promoting the need for outdoor recreation research.
There have recent moves to revitalise the CRN’s role in relation to research:

· A research meeting was held in January 2012 (Edinburgh), which identified a number of specific actions to further develop a research role for CRN (although not all of these have been followed up).

· A research officer role was created, advertised and successfully recruited to Fran Pothecary, Scottish National Parks (currently on secondment)

· There was a further discussion on research at the January 2013 agency meeting (Manchester). Phil Wheater and colleagues from Manchester Metropolitan University outlined the research activities they are involved in, and suggested a potential research role for CRN which focussed on brokering information by convening networks, seminars and other events.
· A discussion paper produced in May 2013 set out key questions about the research role of the CRN, in particular about the role that CRN should play and recommendations for further actions. 
A research role for CRN

In developing a new research role for CRN, a key challenge is that research funds are generally in decline and that there is fairly limited potential to undertake cross-network collaborative research. 
The research role of CRN is therefore likely to focus on the following areas:

· Helping people to access the evidence base (in particular new research).
· Influencing future research agendas of researcher producers and funders of research.
· To provide networking opportunities for users and producers of research to enable cross fertilisation of ideas and research findings being taken on board by policy makers and delivery agencies.
There are a number of possible ways that this research role could develop, for instance developing a database of academic contacts, and setting up an online research project database. 

Because of the fairly limited time and resources that are available to us, however, it has been agreed in the first instance to focus on establishing a regular annual CRN research event, with the first event scheduled to take place in January 2014. 
This note sets out proposals for discussion for a research event in January 2014.
Proposal for the research event
There are a number of factors to consider for the proposed event:
· Purpose – being clear what we want to achieve from a research meeting is important as this will guide the format and audience for the meeting. There are already a large number of academic and practitioner related events on specifically on countryside recreation or on the many related research areas. The USP of the CRN research event could be about bringing academics, policy makers and practitioners together to find out about the latest research, facilitate knowledge exchange (research into practice) and provide networking opportunities. 
· Format – there are a number of options around the format of a CRN research event. Taking into account the proposed audience for the meeting a combination of key note presentations and workshop sessions (providing the opportunity to discuss particular projects or research themes) in more depth would probably work best. In terms of length, a half day session would fit with a CRN business meeting, but ideally the event should be a whole day to justify travel time/costs for delegates. Delegates would pay a fee for attending.
· Audience – as above it is proposed that the audience would be a combination of academics, policy makers and practitioners. Invitations would be sent out through the usual CRN mailing lists, as well as targeted academics (depending on the theme of the event) and other relevant mailing lists. Audience size would be dependent on the venue and the exact format, as well as CRN’s previous experience of hosting similar events.  
· Location – the proposal for the January 2014 event is for it to be held in Leeds, although this is not finalised and other options could be considered. If it is in Leeds we could look at options for co-hosting with Leeds University or Leeds Metropolitan University, and inviting relevant academics from those Universities to present.
· Theme / focus – there are a number of possibilities for a specific theme or focus for the event. Some ideas include (other suggestions very welcome!):

· Countryside recreation futures  - focusing on research on future trends in countryside recreation 
· Ecosystem services, in particular cultural ecosystem services and how this relates to practice and management
· Valuation of countryside recreation, drawing together recent multidisciplinary approaches to valuing the benefits of countryside recreation 
These are only initial ideas and it would be helpful to have a discussion with other agencies about how we design the event. 

It would probably be helpful to run this initial event on a trial basis, and obtain feedback from delegates and network members, which can be used to inform future research events, conferences or seminars 
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